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Palm Beach GT60

GT

STYLE
The Palm Beach GT60 is fast, attractive and fun
to drive, says Arnie Hammerman, having taken
her for a spin. But watch out. Hull #2, which is
coming to Aussie shores, is going to take
the GT theme up a notch.

A rare combination of exhilarating speed and
impressive fuel efficiency, Palm Beach’s GT60
Hull #1 cruises at 35 knots, consuming
280 litres per hour.
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AT A G L A N C E

19.50m
5.20m
21.5t
42.0kn
Overall length

Beam

Displacement (fully laden)

Maximum speed

M

ark Richards, founder
and CEO of Palm Beach,
was eager to show off
his newest creation, the
GT60, after the Miami Yacht Show.
I was equally excited to test her out
and talk to Mark about this new model,
and as we made our way through the
no-wash area to where we could run the
boat, we discussed the GT concept.
“The GT60 is meant to have a different
style – a fresh contemporary look with
more European flair,” he explained.
“The exterior has sculpted curves
reminiscent of a Porsche 911 and no
exterior timber except in the cockpit.”
The boat we were on had an exquisitely
executed, matt-varnished teak interior
done in Palm Beach fashion.
Mark pointed out the precise joinery,
indirect lighting and thoughtful touches,
like an overhead handrail, but admitted
that Hull #2, which will debut in Australia,
will even better represent the GT theme.
“It will be full Euro, with contrasting
fabrics, sparkling white Corian counters
and African Wenge wood. The hull is
painted crystal mist black with a silver
deck and house. It really is spectacular.”

Rock-solid
Palm Beach boats are built by hand,
with the hulls vacuum-infused with
vinylester resin, a bonded-in stringer
system for strength, and closed-cell foam
coring above the waterline. Decks and
superstructures use high-tech materials
like carbon fibre to keep weight down.
They are designed to be light and
fast, and I was about to find out if the
Palm Beach GT60 really is as swift and
nimble as she looks at first glance.

Mark’s passion
and dedication to
perfection means he
builds the boats right
in the first place –
he then goes above
and beyond to keep
them right.”

Opposite:
Contemporary Euro
looks and a large
aft cockpit with sun
shade are just two of
the GT60’s drawcards.
Above: A high-gloss
table and L-shaped
lounge provide an
entertaining hub in the
rear cockpit, which
flows through to the
wet bar and saloon
thanks to opening
electric side and aft
windows.
Left: Push-button
deployment of the
3.1-metre RIB is easy
via custom launch
rails.
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Right: There are good ergonomics and
recessed lighting in the forward section of the
saloon, which is also extremely quiet, even at
speeds over 30 knots.

Fast and fun
All Palm Beach boats are fast, but the highend performance is exceptional in the GT60.
Running the boat through her paces, we hit
a top speed of over 42 knots, which is faster
than most need to go on a 19-metre boat that
displaces 21.5 tonnes, but it sure is fun!
At, dare I say, a more reasonable speed of 36
knots, I calculated a considerable range of 366
nautical miles. Cruising at 1,630rpm and going
a very respectable cruise speed of 25 knots,
the GT60 burns 128 litres per hour and has
a range of 559 nautical miles. The numbers
show that not only is this an enjoyable and
fast day boat, she is also a serious cruiser.
One of the most remarkable things is that
the boat handles superbly at all speeds and
rides comfortably even when going fast.
And while these performance numbers
are based on the optional IPS1350s, many
people won’t need that extra power.

One of the most
remarkable things is
that the boat handles
superbly at all speeds
and rides comfortably
even when going fast.

Above: Premium galley appointments
include electric cooktop, a microwave and
fridge-freezer. Tucked handily under the
companionway stairs is a washing machine.
Top: Palm Beach’s exemplary fit and finish
is apparent everywhere, but especially in
the joinery. The spacious master amidships
features a queen island berth and ensuite.

Sitting comfortably on the centre island
bench helm seat atop hand-sewn, quilted
diamond stitching, I cranked up the optional
twin 1,000hp Volvo Penta D13-IPS1350s.
The boat accelerated smoothly and
easily with no noticeable hump.
The semi-displacement warped hull has a
narrow entry that gently curves and flattens
aft to create less resistance. This makes the

boat rise steadily on to plane, cutting through
the water without unnecessary pushing.
We rocket forward rapidly, but aside from
the scenery gliding by at an increasing pace,
you can’t tell. The boat feels rock-solid, gently
slicing through the light chop. We soon
exceed 40 knots, but without looking at the
gauges, you wouldn’t know it. As another
boat passes, I angle instinctively to cross their
wake. The GT60 cuts the wake without a jolt
or a shudder; it’s like it’s not even there.
Throttling back to 2,050rpm, I take some
high-speed turns at 35 knots. The boat gently
leans into the turns, maintaining speed and
carving precise circles. Mark and I have been
on many boats together over the years, and
he knows just how much fun I am having.
“What do you think, mate – pretty sweet?”
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Left (above): The GT60’s
high-tech vacuum-infused
carbon fibre deck and
superstructure is twice the
strength of E-glass but half
the weight. The quality of
craftsmanship is exemplary.
Left (below): The helm
station is carbon fibre with
hand-stitched seating. With
excellent visibility through
the windscreen, the single
piece of curved glass i’s an
engineering feat in itself.

Above: The minimal
wake left by the
GT60’s fine entry,
warped semidisplacement hull is
the dividend of Palm
Beach’s unswerving
focus on efficiency.

Mark also clarified that the Aussie
boat will have the standard engines
and that he expected a slightly lower
top speed but not a lot of difference in
range, especially at cruising speeds.
Sunny space
There is great visibility from the helm through
a large, single windshield. Controls are all
within easy reach of the wheel and twin
Garmin 8617 Multi-Function Displays access
all navigation, radar, sounder, autopilot and
engine data at the touch of a button. A large
overhead sunroof and opening side windows
bring in fresh air, and a separate forwardfacing seat adjacent to the helm seat gives
passengers an excellent view while under way.
The saloon has lounge seating with
a table and flat-screen TV on a lift.
Conveniently located a few steps down
from the helm, the galley is equipped
with stainless-steel sink, multiple fridges,
Westinghouse induction cooktop and
Miele convection oven/microwave. A
washer-dryer combo is concealed under
the galley stairs and storage is plentiful.
The GT60 has great spaces for gathering,
entertaining and cruising. There’s a sun
pad on the bow and comfy cockpit seating,
and the teak cockpit table electrically
lowers, converting to a sun bed.

We rocket forward
rapidly, but aside from
the scenery gliding by at
an increasing pace, you
can’t tell. The boat feels
rock-solid, gently slicing
through the light chop.
Additional cockpit features include a
wet bar with beer fridge, a WeatherMax
awning and pop-up lights in the gunnels.
The entire aft section of the cockpit rises to
reveal a tender garage complete with 3.1-metre
Sirocco Alloy RIB with a 20hp Yamaha. The
tender slides out on a rail system accessed
from the carbon-fibre duckboard that lowers
with an Opacmare transformer system.
Black beauty
Nearing the dock, I really didn’t want to get
off the boat, instead wishing I had time to
head up the coast. Sensing I wanted more,
Mark told me I should come to Australia

worked with the yard to get the styling just
right but notes, “My wife wasn’t sure about the
contemporary look, so I made a deal with her.
“We were building a new house at the
time and I said, ‘You can do whatever
you want with the house as long as I can
do whatever I want with the boat.’”
She agreed, and they shook hands on it.
“Now,” says Marcus, “I have the boat the way
I want it, a boat shed, an office and a man
cave, and the rest is hers. It suits both of us!
“Plus,” he admits, “I know full well
she has great taste and the house will be
fantastic anyway; I had nothing to lose.”

to see the second boat: “She’s going to be a
beauty – no deck railings and with the black
and silver colouring, she’s a real looker.
“I’ll put you in touch with the
owner and he can tell you more,”
he said before we parted ways.
And he did. When I got back from the
show, I was contacted by Marcus Blackmore,
the owner of the second GT60 Ammonite,
which was nearing delivery in Australia.
Now on his fourth Palm Beach,
Blackmore admits he has had a bit of
experience with the brand: “One of the
amazing things about Palm Beaches is
that they hold their value,” he enthused.
“Mark is serious about the way he builds
them. He uses good quality materials, so
they last better, and that makes them worth
more. They are also fairly simple, which
makes them easy to run and to maintain.”

As to why he chose the GT60, Marcus
says: “I wanted the newest boat in the
line, of course, and I really like the look.
Built more for the European market
with a modern style, it’s unique.
“My wife Caroline and I also wanted a
little more space than we had on the PB50.”
He explains, “The two separate double
cabins with their own ensuites works for
us, especially when we have guests.
“All the Palm Beaches I have owned are
good sea boats. Mark is a shipwright and
uses technology from years of experience
with racing yachts to build them stiffer,
stronger and lighter. With the engines in
the middle and carbon-fibre shafts, they
are well balanced, and the wake is flatter,
so they are comfortable even offshore.”
When asked about any options or
customisation on his new GT60, he said he

Complete faith
When asked about the standard engines he
chose versus the larger optional engines,
Marcus says, “Mark tells me my boat hit 36
knots at sea trial and that’s plenty fast. We’ll
keep the boat in Pittwater, and if we cruise
outside down to Sydney Harbour for the day
or take her north to Hamilton Island, we
typically cruise around 22 knots, so it’s fine.”
Before we got off the phone, Marcus
explained another reason why he bought
another new Palm Beach: “The boats are great,
but really, it comes down to customer service.
“I have known Mark Richards since he
was a young guy and I trust him implicitly;
he is completely focused on his customers.
“All boats have things go wrong with
them, but Mark’s passion and dedication
to perfection means he builds the boats
right in the first place – he then goes
above and beyond to keep them right.”
Marcus can’t wait to get on his newest
Palm Beach, the GT60 – and I am
hoping one day I’ll get on board too.
palmbeachmotoryachts.com O
SPECIFICATIONS
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Palm Beach GT60
MALAYSIA

1
MAIN DECK

Aft cockpit and
saloon morph into
one elongated
entertaining and
dining space thanks
to aft electric
windows. Bow sun
pad adds another
relaxation area.
Sunroof above the
helm station gives an
open-top feel.

2
LOWER DECK

Galley down
arrangement
maximises saloon
real estate. Two
double cabins with
their own ensuites,
a master amidships,
and a VIP in the
bow, ensure plenty
of privacy while
cruising. Easy to
deploy tender.

S P E C I F I C AT I O N S
Builder

Palm Beach Motor Yachts

Model

GT60

Country of build
Designer

Malaysia
Mark Richards

Naval architect
Interior designer
Year of build

Andy Dovell

Gearbox

IPS 30D 21790157

Speed (max)

42 knots

Speed (cruise)

35 knots

Fuel capacity

3,200 litres

Range

1,500nm @ 10kn; 400nm @ 35 knots

Mark Richards

Freshwater capacity

1,000 litres

2021

Blackwater capacity

400 litres

LOA (length overall)

19.5 metres

Generators (main)

LWL (waterline length)

17.4 metres

Gen-set size

Beam

5.2 metres

Winches

Draft

1.2 metres

Anchoring systems

Displacement (fully laden)
Classification

21.5 tonnes
CE Category A

Fischer Panda 15,000i
15KVA
Muir VR3500
Ultra Anchor 27kg

42 knots
Speed (max)

35 knots
Speed (cruise)

3,200L
Fuel capacity

Navigation electronics Garmin glass cockpit with GMR Fantom 18 radar
Underwater lights

Aqualuma Gen4 12 Series

Hull Construction Vinylester-infused eglass with closed-cell foam core

Owner berth Amidships queen berth with full ensuite plus storage

1,500nm

Superstructure

Guest berths

Range

Engines

Vinylester-infused carbon

Hull 1: Twin Volvo IPS1350s; Hull 2: Twin Volvo IPS 950s

Output

2,000hp & 1,550hp

V-berth queen with full ensuite plus storage

Maximum people on board
Tenders

Sirocco 3.1 RIB Alloy with 20hp Yamaha outboard

Propellers 21433617 Q7r Hf (4 blades); 21433607 Q7f Hf (3 blades)

Standard warranties

Stabilisation systems

Price in Australian dollars (ex-factory)

Humphree Interceptor trim tabs

20
5 years
AU$4.0 million

4
Guests overnight

